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News and I nformation from the American Academy of 
Dermatology and its National Program for Dermatology 
Rudolf L. Baer and Herbert Mescon Named Top 
AAD Officers for 1975 
Rudolf L. Baer, M.D., New York, New York, 
George Miller MacKee Professor and Chairman of 
the Department of Dermatology at New York 
University School of Medicine, was named the 
1975 President of the American Academy of Der-
matology at the AAD's 33rd Annual Meeting in 
Chicago. Dr. Baer succeeds F. A. J. Kingery, M.D., 
Portland, Oregon. The Board of Directors of the 
Academy also selected Herbert Mescon, M.D., 
Boston, Massachusetts, Professor and Chairman of 
the Department of Dermatology at Boston Univer-
sity School of Medicine, as Vice President. Details 
on other activities at thel975 Annual Meeting will 
be reported in next month's issue of AAD/NPD 
Report. 
Meet the AAD's New President: Rudolf L. 
Baer, M.D. 
In away, Rudolf Lewis Baer reflects the trends 
in world medicine-both in his personal life and in 
the specialty he represents. Earlier in this century, 
Europe was looked upon as the seat of medical 
knowledge, with Vienna the focal point. The new 
AAD President was a child of that era: born in 
Alsace-Lorraine, he took his medical studies at the 
Universities of Frankfurt, Heidelberg, Berlin, and 
Vienna. His doctorate in medicine came from the 
University of Basel, Switzerland. 
The events leading up to World War II had a 
great effect on medical science and on the young 
Rudolf Baer who was just completing his medical 
education. "It was the anti·Semitic excesses in 
Nazi Germanv that convinced me that I should 
leave Europe ~nd that my future was in the United 
States," Dr. Baer recalls. He followed in the 
footsteps of other medical scientists and became a 
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refugee to America in 1934. signing up as an intern 
at Beth Israel Hospital in ~ew York City. 
The influx of scientific know-how during the war 
years was a contributing factor to the growth of the 
United States as a leader in medical research, 
teaching, and clinical practice. 
Even in ~ew York, however. Dr. Baer did not 
escape the influences of West European medicine. 
Shortly after he began his training at Beth Israel, 
he took an assignment as a Volunteer Assistant at 
the Skin and Cancer Unit of New York Post· 
Graduate School and Hospital. There, it was the 
influence of a University of Zurich graduate-Dr. 
Marion B. Sulzberger-that made him decide to 
enter the specialty of dermatology. 
In 1936 Dr. Baer became a resident physician in 
dermatology and syphilology at Montefiore Hospi-
tal in New York City. The following year he joined 
the Skin and Cancer Unit of New York Post-
Graduate Medical School and Hospital as a post-
graduate student and has been affiliated with the 
Unit ever since. 
During the '408 and '50s, the new AAD President 
held various academic and clinical positions with 
the New York University Post-Graduate Medical 
School and its affiliated institutions. He had 
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hospital appointments with Montefiore, Goldwater 
Memorial, Monmouth Memorial, and Cornell Uni-
versity Medical College. From March 1942 to 
October 1945, he worked full time as a researcher 
for the Office for Scientific Research and Develop-
ment of the National Research Council, studying 
vesicant agents of chemical warfare, thermal 
burns, and insect repellents. Dr. Baer was coauthor 
of more than 50 secret and confidential reports 
covering investigations on prevention and treat-
ment of burns caused by mustard gas, lewisite, and 
phenyldichlorarsine; sensitization to chemical 
warfare agents and to therapeutic agents; irritancy 
tests of therapeutic agents; acid debridement of 
burns; wound healing; and insect repellents. 
The year 1961 was an important one in the career 
of Rudolf L. Baer, M.D. He assumed several 
positions that gave him the responsibility for 
derma to logic activities in the vast complex making 
up New York University Medical Center. He was 
appointed the George Miller MacKee Professor 
and Chairman of the Department of Dermatology 
at New York University School of Medicine. At the 
same time, Dr. Baer became Director of the New 
York Skin and Cancer Unit, Director of the Derma-
tology Service at what is now the University 
Hospital, Director of the Service of Dermatology 
and Syphilology of Bellevue Hospital, and Senior 
Consultant in Dermatology at Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital (Manhattan). 
In 1941 Dr. Baer married the former Louise 
Grumbach, and they have two sons: John Reck-
ford, now a banker, and Andrew Rudolph who is in 
public relations. A grandson, David, is the latest 
source of pride and joy for Rudy and Louise Baer. 
The AAD President professes to few extracur-
ricular interests. "My family and dermatology are 
my hobbies," he said. But he does enjoy music and 
relishes the opportunities that are available in New 
York City to hear good music. 
Vacations are traditionally a return to the land of 
his early years. For the past 25 summers, the Baers 
have spent their holidays in St. Moritz, Switzer-
land, where the AAD President delights in invigo-
rating walks in the mountain air. 
Because of his European background (together 
with his fluent knowledge of German and French), 
Dr. Baer has a great empathy with the practice of 
dermatology throughout the world. He is currently 
President of the International League of Dermato-
logical Societies (and of its Executive 
Committee-the International Committee of Der-
matology). In these capacities. he is deeply in-
volved in planning for the 1977 International 
Congress of Dermatology to be held in Mexico 
City. He is an Honorary Member of 14 national 
dermatology organizations, including three in 
South America, one in Japan, and two behind the 
Iron Curtain (the Polish and Yugoslavian Derma-
tologic Associationsl. 
In keeping with a man of his professional stature, 
Rudolf L. Baer has held many of the top positions 
in his specialty and is the recipient of several 
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honors and lectureships. He is a former President 
of the American Board of Dermatology and of the 
Society for Investigative Dermatology. He has 
served as Chairman of the Section on Dermatology 
of the American Medical Association and has been 
on the Board of Directors of both the Academy 
(two separate times) and of the American Derma-
tological Association. He was Chairman of the 
original Joint Committee on Planning that evolved 
into the National Program for Dermatology. 
Interestingly, Dr. Baer interrelates closely be-
tween the specialty of dermatology and the inter-
nal medicine subspecialty of allergy. He is a Fellow 
of the American Academy of Allergy and of the 
American College of Allergists (serving at one point 
as its Vice President). He was also on the editorial 
board of the Annals of Allergy. Since 1943, the 
AAD President has held various editorial positions 
on dermatology publications. For 18 years he 
served as Co-Editor and then Editor of the Year 
Book of Dermatology. 
Dr. Rudolf Baer has moved into the Presidency 
of the American Academy of Dermatology at a 
time when great changes are being made in the 
specialty and in the practice of medicine. He is 
deeply interested in the Academy's new Special 
Committee on Educational Affairs (SCEA)-
which was established to deal with such activities 
as the Self Assessment Program, Home Study 
Courses, and other new mechanisms for continuing 
evaluation and education. 
"Our expertise is in the diagnosis and treatment 
of skin diseases; an expertise that is ours alone," he 
points out. "We should avoid influences which try 
to narrow or fragment the specialty. The future 
role of dermatology lies in its being a useful part of 
the medical team." 
Patch Test Kits Again Available 
The American Academy of Dermatology is again 
making the contact dermatitis patch test kit avail-
able to its members. The kit is produced and 
distributed by the Johnson & Johnson Dermatolog-
ical Division-as a service to dermatologists-in 
conjunction with the Task Force on Contact Der-
matitis of the AAD's National Program for Derma-
tology. 
Announcement of the a\'ailability of the patch 
test kit was made at the AAD's December meet-
ing. If you did not request a kit at that time, it 
can be obtained by writing: Walter G. Larsen, 
M.D., Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, American 
Academy of Dermatology, 2250 Northwest Fland· 
ers Street, Portland, Oregon 97210. (Distribution is 
limited to AAD members.) 
Correction: Committee Member 
An error appeared in the list of members of the 
Home Study Course Editorial Committee as it 
appeared in the September 1974 issue of this 
Section. Arthur J. Sober, M.D., Boston, Massa-
chusetts, should have been listed. 
